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OPIUM CAMPAIGN
BAN THIS SCOURGE!

Campaigners of sober mind and
earnest purpose have raised their
voices in favor of new
legislation to render the
possession of opium, laudanum,
and like pernicious substances a
criminal offense.

This journal lends its full and
unambiguous support to such
proposals, for the ravages of
opium upon the body, the mind,
and the moral fiber of the nation
are beyond dispute. No civilized

society can  with  good
conscience permit the
unchecked circulation of a
poison that saps industry,

corrodes domestic life, and fills
our streets and workhouses with
misery.

We therefore urge our readers,
as loyal citizens and guardians
of the public good, to lend their
aid to this necessary cause. Let
letters be addressed without
delay to your Honorable
Member of Parliament, setting
forth your approval of decisive
action against this blight upon
the realm, and impressing upon
him that the conscience of the
country will no longer tolerate
such a destructive trade.
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Monday, 4th November, 1887

OPPOSING VIEWS

A Stirring Voice for
Women’s Suffrage

The debate surrounding
women’s suffrage continues, as
the anonymous essays signed
only as “Mrs. Paisha” cause a
stir in Parliament and polite
society.

The articles, printed in our own
pages, argue eloquently that the
fairer sex deserves not merely
influence through husbands and
fathers, but a direct vote in the
governance of the realm.

Only yesterday, Mrs. Paisha
argued powerfully for a national
society to promote women’s
suffrage.

Reactions are divided: some hail
Mrs. Paisha’s pen as “the voice
of reason and progress,” while
others decry her words as
“dangerous radicalism.” The
author’s true identity remains
unknown.

That a woman dares to speak so
openly, albeit under a nom de
plume, shows the rising tide of
sentiment that cannot be so
easily stilled.

Whether Mrs. Paisha’s cause
will bear fruit, only time shall
tell—but already her writings
have ensured her name a place in
the annals of this most urgent
debate.

The Peril of “Mrs. Paisha”
and Her Radical Notions

Recent publications by the
mysterious “Mrs. Paisha” have
provoked much idle chatter, yet
it is the solemn duty of this paper
to remind our readers that such
dangerous fancies must not go
unchallenged.

To argue that women should
abandon their sacred influence
in the home to meddle in the
rough and sordid trade of
politics is to threaten both family
and country. Has England not
prospered for centuries under
the guidance of men, while her
women inspired refinement and
virtue from hearth and drawing-
room? Shall we now discard the
wisdom of our forebears for the
shrill demands of a nameless
scribbler?

Let it be said plainly: the
governance of the Empire
requires a firmness and
impartiality unsuited to the

softer sex. To invite women into
the ballot is to invite discord into
the household, folly into the
Parliament, and ridicule upon
our nation abroad.

We therefore caution our readers
to treat the writings of “Mrs.
Paisha” not as heralds of
progress, but as the dangerous
temptations of a pen that would
see the natural order overturned.
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